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at our budget and if you look at our priorities,
we’re trying to implement it.

But let me just mention two points, if I
might. Number one, we are trying with the
work of the Attorneys General of the two
countries and our drug operations to inten-
sify our cooperation with Mexico and to work
more effectively with other countries to pre-
vent drugs at their source or in transit. Num-
ber two, we are focusing on our young peo-
ple. We know that we have—and we thank
God for it—we know we’ve had a big decline
in drug use among people between the ages
of 18 and 34. So now we have to focus on
the young. And that means more education,
more testing, more treatment. And it means
that we have to have a comprehensive juve-
nile justice youth development program in
every community in the United States.

That’s one of the reasons I strongly sup-
ported the summit of service in Philadelphia,
because I believe if they really want to do
the things that we all said we wanted to do,
there will have to be a community-based ini-
tiative that the Federal Government supports
in every community to keep our kids alive
and keep them off drugs.

So we have to do our part. And I’m firmly
committed to doing it.

Thank you.
President Zedillo. Muchas gracias.

NOTE: The President’s 143d news conference
began at 1:47 p.m. in the Residence at the Los
Pinos Presidential Palace. President Zedillo spoke
in Spanish, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. A portion of the news conference
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Joint Statement on Migration
Adopted by the President of the
United States and the President of
Mexico
May 6, 1997

The issue of migration of Mexican nation-
als to the United States is a priority on our
bilateral agenda. We, the Presidents of the
United States and Mexico hereby politically
commit our respective governments to strive
to ensure a proper and respectful manage-
ment of this complex phenomenon taking

into consideration its diverse causes and eco-
nomic and social consequences in both coun-
tries.

During the last two years, our govern-
ments have engaged in consultations and ex-
change of information through many mecha-
nisms and have produced significant progress
in the bilateral treatment of issues such as
human rights and consular protection of mi-
grants and efforts to combat migrant traffick-
ing. This constructive dialogue should serve
as a first step leading to specific proposals
to manage migration between our nations in
a mutually beneficial manner.

In pursuing these proposals, our govern-
ments reaffirm a commitment to enhanced
bilateral cooperation in the management of
migration. We will be guided by the follow-
ing principles:

∑ The sovereign right of every State to
formulate and enforce its immigration
laws in a manner that addresses its na-
tional interests, always in accordance
with the rules of international law and
in pursuit of a spirit of bilateral coopera-
tion;

∑ Full compliance with the objectives of
the memorandum of Understanding on
Consular Protection of United States
and Mexican Nationals, signed on May
7, 1996, especially the respect for
human rights of all migrants; and,

∑ Dedication to a comprehensive vision of
managing migration and our shared bor-
der that turns differences between our
nations into sources of strength, and
that leads to mutually beneficial eco-
nomic and social development that pre-
serves family reunification and protects
human dignity.

On the basis of these principles, we, the
Presidents of the United States and Mexico
commit our governments to intensify dia-
logue and to accelerate efforts to achieve the
following goals:

∑ Explore ways to strengthen mechanisms
and fora for consultation and coopera-
tion on migration and consular protec-
tion that the two governments have es-
tablished at the national and local level;

∑ Protect the rights of migrants, pursue
vigorously the administration of justice
in situations in which migrants and bor-
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der communities register complaints
concerning unlawful actions, and re-
spect due process and constitutional
guarantees in the implementation of im-
migration laws;

∑ Ensure the implementation of safe and
orderly procedures for the repatriation
of migrants;

∑ Design and implement new ways to re-
duce violence along the border and to
protect innocent victims of traffickers
from the dangers of crossing in moun-
tainous and desert terrain, including a
vigorous educational and public infor-
mation campaign to advise families on
both sides of the border of the hazards
of crossing in those areas;

∑ Combat trafficking in migrants and
forging of documents and, to that end,
develop effective mechanisms of ex-
change of information and cooperation,
with full respect for the sovereignty of
each country;

∑ Achieve a comprehensive approach on
the migration phenomenon between
the two countries through scientific and
cooperative studies that contribute to a
bilateral understanding of this issue.

We, the Presidents of the United States
and Mexico, affirm our governments’ politi-
cal will to strive to fulfill a vision of our
shared border in the twenty-first century as
a place that supports and depends on build-
ing communities of cooperation rather than
of conflict. In pursuance of this vision, our
governments will work together to expand
upon the foundation of progress made
through joint planning and cooperation dur-
ing the last two years in certain border areas.
Both administrations will intensify efforts to
achieve the following goals:

∑ Encourage binational strategic planning
activities that seek to design new inte-
grated approaches to mutually bene-
ficial economic, social, environmental,
and cultural development in border
communities;

∑ Support and expand public and private
partnerships in developing cross border
interests and activities, and in pursuing
shared interests on either side of the
border;

∑ Intensify the dialogue on financing
mechanisms that promote and imple-
ment cross border development
projects;

∑ Test new ways to design infrastructure
and community development projects
that provide a dignified approach to
public safety in border communities;

∑ Explore new approaches to managing
temporary travel between border com-
munities, consistent with the laws of
each nation, recognizing the economic,
social and family benefits of vigorous
cross border exchange; and,

∑ Promote effective management of ports
of entry to foster orderly movement of
traffic of goods and people, and to re-
duce the waiting times for daily com-
muters and other commercial vehicles.

We, the Presidents of the United States
and Mexico, call on the relevant agencies of
both administrations to report to us in one
year, through the Binational Commission, on
the progress made towards the better man-
agement of the migration phenomenon and
the transformation of our border into a
model area of bilateral cooperation.

William J. Clinton Ernest Zedillo Ponce de
León

President President
The United States of America Federal Republic of

Mexico

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Declaration of Mexican and United
States Alliance Against Drugs
May 6, 1997

Drug abuse and drug trafficking are a dan-
ger to our societies, an affront to our sov-
ereignty and a threat to our national security.
We declare our nations united in an alliance
to combat this menace.

With trust in one another and in our com-
mitment as Chiefs of State, our collaboration
will go forward based on the following fun-
damental principles: a) absolute respect for
the sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction of
Mexico and the United States; b) shared re-
sponsibility for confronting the problem of
illegal drugs and related crimes, such as ille-
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